
 

 

                                     TELEPHONE: 01283 247410     TWITTER: @shobnallprimary     E-MAIL: shb-office@shb.jtmat.co.uk 

2nd July 2021 

"You make a life out of what you have, not what you’re missing." 

Dear Parents/Carers,  

I’m sure you’re as pleased as 

we are of the welcome return 

to some warmer and drier 

weather! It certainly hasn’t felt 

like summer recently but 

thankfully the sunshine is 

making a triumphant 

comeback! We keep our 

fingers crossed that this 

continues until Wednesday 

(at least) when the children will be participating in their first Sports Day for two years! Please could we 

ask that all children come to school dressed in their PE kit, with suncream applied and with a sunhat and 

water bottle (especially if it’s a hot day!) Races and results will be uploaded to Twitter so look out for 

those throughout the day. If the event is rained off, we will inform you by text and have a reserve date of 

Wednesday 14 July in the calendar.  

I feel it is also appropriate this week to remind 

all parents and carers of our procedures 

relating to COVID. Only yesterday, the number 

of positive cases reported was 27,989 – a rise 

of 71.8% in the last 7 days. This sharp increase 

is starting to be reflected in our local area and 

in many of our local schools, which is impacting 

on pupil attendance. We have been incredibly 

fortunate since our return after Easter that the 

disruptions to bubbles have been minimal. 

However, we must remain proactive and in a strong position for the remaining two and a half weeks of 

the academic year. Please could we ask that parents continue to wear face coverings when dropping off 

and collecting their children and adhere to the staggered timings below. This will ease congestion and 

crowds gathering, especially at the end of the day:  

START 

8.45am – 8.55am: Children with surnames A – L (for siblings, key stage 2 pupils to be dropped off at the 

junior gate first, then key stage 1 at the infant gate) 

8.55am – 9.05am: Children with surnames M – Z (for siblings, key stage 2 pupils to be dropped off at the 

junior gate first, then key stage 1 at the infant gate) 

 

FINISH 

3.20pm: Children with surnames A – L (for siblings, key stage 1 pupils to be picked up at the infant gate 

first, then key stage 2 at the junior gate) 

3.30pm: Children with surnames M – Z (for siblings, key stage 1 pupils to be picked up at the infant gate 

first, then key stage 2 at the junior gate) 

 

We also ask that you all remain vigilant and proactive in terms of sharing information of positive cases at 

home and keeping children off school should they display any symptoms. We are desperate to get to the 

end of the year without any further disruption to bubbles but we are aware that a significant number of 
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primary and secondary schools are beginning to, once 

again, experience significant issues with positive 

cases. Our hope is that changes to our system of 

controls will be made once the government announce 

their plans for moving to Step 4 of the Roadmap. We 

will of course inform you of these changes as and when 

they are made. Let’s not get complacent – we can then 

keep our children in school and enjoy the end of term! 

Many thanks for your support and co-operation.  

 

Many of us will be cheering England on this weekend 

as they play Ukraine in the UEFA Euro Quarter-Final 

but whatever it is you are doing, as always, stay safe and enjoy! Apologies for any confusion with regards 

to Monday 5 July being an INSET. It has been postponed due to restrictions imposed as a result of the 

pandemic, as it was originally designated as a JTMAT-wide training day. We will see all of our pupils as 

usual on Monday.  

 

Staffing Changes  

 

We said goodbye to Mrs Sandhu this week as she will be working from home until her maternity leave 

begins. We can’t wait to meet Baby Sandhu, who is due in September, and Mrs Sandhu wanted to 

express her thanks to all those parents who have been so kind and generous with cards and gifts they 

have sent in for her this week. Please see the Shobnall Showcase for a personal message from her. 

 

We also wanted to share some other news with you this week, which will affect 

the staffing structure for September… 

 

Miss Barker is also having a baby! She is expecting her first child in December 

and I’m sure you will join me in congratulating her on her good news! As has 

been the case with Mrs Sandhu, due to the guidance for pregnant women when 

they reach the 28-week gestation period, we have made arrangements for Miss 

Barker to work from home until her maternity leave begins at the end of 

November. Unfortunately, this means that she hasn’t been assigned a class 

for next year as she will only be back in school for just over a week in 

September. She will be supporting the school with catch-up and recovery and 

will work remotely from then.  

 

There is also a little bit of sad news to share because Miss Toon will be leaving 

us at the end of the academic year. She has decided to step away from 

teaching altogether and has secured a role designing e-learning modules for 

children in hospital. We wish her every success for the future and thank her 

for the contribution she has made to the school over the past two years. 

  
So, in September, we will have three new teachers starting at Shobnall 

Primary School! You will find out next week who your child’s class teacher will 

be for next year when you receive their report, but before then our new team 

members would like to introduce themselves to you below. They will be in 

school over the next few weeks so I’m sure you will get to meet them in person 

as they will be working with their new class for transition work.  

 

We are very excited to be welcoming them to the team as they all come with their own unique talents! 

Most importantly, we know that the children are going to build very positive relationships with them and 

hope that you are able to as well! Meet Miss Pestridge, Miss Brewin-Woodhouse and Mr Bishop… 

 

 



             Miss Pestridge 
 

  Miss Brewin-Woodhouse                Mr Bishop 

   
Hello! I am Miss Pestridge and I 
am delighted to be one of the 
new teachers at Shobnall 
Primary School. I am looking 
forward to providing a learning 
environment that allows each 
child to feel safe, valued, 
respected and challenged. I 
cannot wait to develop a creative 
and engaging curriculum for the 
wonderful children at Shobnall. 
Outside of school, my spare time 
is often spent outdoors with my 
family. I thoroughly enjoy 
running and long walks with my 
Springer Spaniels, Bella and 
Obi. Whenever we can, we love 
to go paddle boarding whilst on 
holiday in our VW campervan. 

Hello, my name is Miss Brewin-
Woodhouse! I cannot wait to get 
started and watch my class 
blossom throughout the year. I 
aim to deliver the curriculum in a 
creative and inspiring way so 
that the children design their 
own dreams and build on their 
aspirations. I also cannot wait to 
build confidence and 
communication through the 
performing arts and to explore 
the forest school with the 
children. In my spare time I enjoy 
walking my two dogs Lottie and 
Ludo, eating scrumptious food 
and dancing all kinds of styles. 

Hello! I’m Mr Bishop and many 
of you may already know me as 
I have been working with Mrs 
Knight and Year 4 this year. I’m 
really excited to be part of the 
teaching team here at Shobnall 
Primary School. I’m looking 
forward to delivering an 
engaging, creative and fun 
curriculum to my class. Outside 
of school, I enjoy playing football 
and golf, spending time with my 
family, friends and my two black 

labradors!  

 

Summer Reading Challenge 

It’s that time of year again when the Summer Reading Challenge for 4 to 11 year olds is approaching! 

The Challenge starts on 10 July and ends on 13 September. As usual, children need to borrow and read 

6 library books. Please click on this link to a special video here which will tell you a little more about it. 

Please note that COVID-safety measures are in place at all libraries so there may be a queue to join the 

Challenge at some times. Instead of having a Summer Reading Challenge desk at the library as they 

normally do, all the Summer Reading Challenge materials will be pre-bagged with a registration card (or 

Completer slip) pinned to them. They are asking parents / carers to complete these and pop them in the 

dedicated ‘post box’ in the library before they take a bag. If anyone has lost their library card, they can 

still re-join when they visit the library but they can also join / re-join online here to save them waiting 

longer at the library. 

They do not want anyone to feel they cannot take part in the Challenge because they are worried about 

having lost their ticket or library books or have outstanding books on a library card. Please just talk to the 

staff about it. They are very friendly! 

Children are being encouraged to only visit the library twice for the Challenge; once to start the Challenge 

and chose 6 books and once to return their books and collect their completion certificate and medal. 

https://youtu.be/FFQwEDCP5ig
https://www.yourlibcat.staffordshire.gov.uk/web/arena/self-registration


Obviously families may wish to visit more than twice and that is absolutely fine if that is what they wish 

to do. No activities are on offer inside the library this year but there will be activities outside which they 

are doing with partners during the summer holidays.  

Many thanks as always for your support with the Summer Reading Challenge 2021 and do please get in 

touch  if you have any questions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eat Well For Less? 

Please see this exciting message below from a researcher from the hit BBC One prime time series Eat 

Well For Less? They need you... 

“I am a researcher writing from the hit BBC One prime time series Eat Well For Less? – I hope you’re 

well! 

My reason for writing is that we are currently casting for our 8th series and are looking for families / 

households who would like to eat well and save some money on their weekly shop. We would love it if 

you would be willing to tell us about some people you know that may be suitable for the show? I’ve 

popped some information about the series below for you… 



“The show is on a mission to prove that it is possible for families and households to save money on their 

food budget without scrimping on taste and nutrition.  We hope that by analysing the shopping habits 

of UK families, we can help to show where they can source the best and cheapest quality food.” 

Hope to hear from you soon! 

 

Online Event Seeks Patient Views on Maternity Services 

Together We’re Better, the local health and care partnership, 

is seeking to improve local midwifery services by offering more 

personalised care around the needs of pregnant people and 

their families. 

To help inform and shape future maternity services, an event 

is being held on Friday 16 July 2021. People who have accessed maternity services in Staffordshire and 

Stoke-on-Trent are invited to share their experiences and views. Together We’re Better is also keen to 

hear from anyone working in maternity services (such as midwives) and organisations that support 

people who access maternity 

services. 

The virtual event will be held from 

10am until 12pm and will include 

breaks. As this is an informal event, 

anyone attending does not need to 

worry about juggling childcare or 

children being present. Anyone 

interested in attending the event 

should register online. 

Bird Brained Bird Houses Winner 

You may remember from last week 
we announced that Elliot in Year 1 
had been selected as one of the 



winners of the Timber 2021 Bird Brained Bird House Competition! As part of our Forest School work, the 
children were challenged with designing a bird box! Elliot and his mum went to visit the Timber 2021 site 
on the day to see his bird box in the flesh! Congratulations to Elliot!  
 
School Uniform Exchange 
 
Please don’t forget the school uniform exchange! There is a box situated 
by the gate on the school car park for any parents who have items they 
wish to donate. Please could we ask that these are cleaned and in good 
condition before placing in the box! Amy Roobottom continues sorting and 
collating this. As previously stated, if you wish to contact Amy to ask what 
is available that you might be in need of, please contact the school office 
via shb-office@shb.jtmat.co.uk and we will ensure this is forwarded to 
her. There are some changes to the catalogue of items available attached 
to the newsletter for you to see, very kindly prepared by Collette Phillips.  

 
Hot Lunch Options – 5 July to 9 July 2021 
 
Lunch options for the forthcoming week are: 
 

 Option 1 Option 2 Option 3 

Monday Cheese & Tomato Pasta 
& Garlic Bread 

Jacket Potato, Cheese & 
Beans 

Cheese or Ham Packed 
Lunch 

Tuesday Hotdog (Pork) Hotdog (Quorn) Cheese or Ham Packed 
Lunch 

Wednesday Roast Chicken, Stuffing 
and Gravy 

Quorn Roast, Stuffing 
and Gravy 

Cheese or Ham Packed 
Lunch 

Thursday Chicken Curry, Rice & 
Naan Bread 

Veggie Curry, Rice & 
Naan Bread 

Cheese or Ham Packed 
Lunch 

Friday Fish & Chips Jacket Potato, Cheese & 
Beans 

Cheese or Ham Packed 
Lunch 

 

        SHOBNALL SHOWCASE! 

Let’s have a sneaky peek as to what has been going on remotely AND in our classrooms this week… 

Nursery 

Nursery children have been 

diving into the deep blue sea 

this week, learning all about 

creatures that live 

there.  They set up their own 

small world play areas and 

have explored lots of different 

art materials and techniques 

to help represent some of 

these creatures.  The children 

made clay fish, manipulating 

the clay by pressing, rolling 

and pinching it and using 

many different tools to create 

scale patterns on the body.  To demonstrate how creative and independent they have grown during the 

year, they also chose how they wanted to produce a background for an underwater picture before adding 

further detail.  We loved the end result, as they all looked so different.  Well done Nursery children on yet 

another brilliant week!  

Reception  
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The children have had a fun week learning about sea creatures and thoroughly enjoyed sharing the story 

‘Commotion in the Ocean’ by Giles Andreae. The children then used actions and musical instruments to 

perform different parts of the story in small groups. They talked to each other about the different ways 

they could move their body parts and the variety of sounds the musical instruments made related to 

different sea creatures and sounds of the sea! They all performed very confidently and clearly and we 

also had lots of fun being spectators. The children have also worked hard in maths working on sharing 

and finding half of different amounts using a variety of resources. They were very creative when linking 

their learning to pizza toppings and recreating these creatively using a range of media. 

Year 1  

Year 1 have had a very creative week this week! In English 

the children have been learning about List Poems. The 

children learnt the poem 'The Nut Tree' by Julia Donaldson 

and were able to recite it as a class, including actions....it 

was quite the performance! The children then had the 

opportunity to create their own list poem around the theme 

of Nature, all of which were a delight to read and 

performed beautifully. In Art, the children have been 

inspired by Henri Rousseau to create their own mixed 

media painting of a jungle scene. The adults were 

astounded by the children's artistic talents and can't wait 

to display the beautiful pieces around the classroom. 

Having finished Power Maths, we are now recapping our 

key maths skills. All of the children are now whizzes at 

doubles, halves and near doubles to 20, as well as adding 

2 more and 2 less to numbers by skip counting. Keep up 

the great work Year 1!  

Year 2 

Year 2 have had a lovely week. We have been busy getting stuck into our Art lessons, where we created 

a painting inspired by Monet. We have also been writing a recount based on our trip to The Adventure 

Farm. In Maths we have been recapping 2D and 3D shapes. Thank you for a fantastic year children! 

Thank you to my amazing Year 2 class for being a wonderful class to teach and making each day in 

class enjoyable! It has been a pleasure watching you grow! I wish you the best of luck for Year 3! I would 

like to say a huge THANK YOU to our Year 2 parents for your continued support and efforts this year. 

Thank you for the lovely gifts and well wishes I have received. I hope you all have a fantastic summer 

break! 

Year 3  

Year 3 have had a fantastic week this week! The children have been focussing on creative writing in 

English and have been revising place value in Maths. On Monday, the children really enjoyed creating a 

piece of visual art to retell the story of Hansel and Gretel. This was in the style of Joan Jonas who creates 

art using mixed-media. The children have also enjoyed computing and were able to create their own 

spreadsheets. On Wednesday, the children used a range of different instruments to play ‘Sunset in Bali’ 

which is a piece of Gamelan style music. It has been a very busy week! Well done Year 3!  

Year 4  

Year 4 have really enjoyed this week as we have been completing our 

juggling balls in design and technology with the help from Mrs Rashid, 

our Lunchtime Supervisor. The children have designed and made a 

fantastic juggling ball which I am sure they will be proud to bring home 

with them at the end of term. The pupils have also been learning about 

fractions this week, finding equivalent fractions and simplifying fractions 

in preparation for Year 5. 



Year 5  

Year 5 have had an extremely busy week, getting 

to grips with the Ready to Progress Criteria in 

Maths. All of the children have worked 

exceptionally hard to demonstrate their learning. 

They have finished their learning all about ‘The 

Lottie Project’ and the children have loved 

reading a book written by Jacqueline Wilson. 

During the afternoons, the children have been 

learning about mechanisms in DT as well as 

learning about different items within the home in 

French and in Science they conducted a melting 

experiment involving chocolate. 

Year 6  

It has been a busy week for Year 6!  We 

started our week with our art unit, making 

sculptures out of modelling wire - it was 

quite fiddly, but with determination we got 

there eventually!  Some of us were able to 

visit our high schools for transition days, 

whilst others completed activities to prepare 

us for Year 7.  We had another fabulous 

Forest School session as well as part two of 

our Mental Health workshop based on 

anxiety, triggers and strategies for how to manage it.  We finished off the week by rehearsing for Treasure 

Island and are looking forward to sharing this very soon! 

Reading Corner  

This week’s recommended read is for children aged 7+…  

Mega Monster 

by David Walliams 

 

On a volcanic island, in the middle of shark-infested waters, stands The Cruel 

School. The lessons are appalling, the school dinners are revolting and the 

teachers are terrifying – especially the mysterious Science teacher, Doctor 

Doktur. When Larker is sent to the school, she quickly realises something 

very odd is going on… something involving Doctor Doktur, a pair of strange 

spectacles, and a ‘Monsterfication Machine’. And ultimately she finds herself 

face to face with a real life Megamonster. There seems to be no escape – 

but for Larker, nothing is impossible… 

 

Head Teacher’s Awards Lunchtime Star Awards 

 

Reception Toby N Ivy M 

Year 1 Oliver M Kristers K 

Year 2 Esmee G Jibreel Q 

Year 3 Hafsa U Charlotte K 

Year 4 Rosie E Archie G 

Year 5 Ibrahim K Millie D 

Year 6 Skye W Nosheen S 

Reception Mason E 

Year 1 Finlay B 

Year 2 Paige L 

Year 3 Amelia A 

Year 4 Musa H 

Year 5 Reshaye  B 

Year 6 Oscar Mc C 



Team Points Claymills Rosliston Sinai Trent 

Points (Week Ending 
02.07.21) 

119 104 129 105 

Position 2nd – 3 points 4th – 1 point 1st – 4 points 3rd – 2 points 

Running Total 
 

13 7 14 6 

 

Summer Term Diary Dates 

Many of our dates for the summer term remain under review due to adhering to government guidance and advice. Some of our 

traditional calendar fixtures may not be honoured. We will keep you informed of our arrangements and procedures.  

Event Date/Time 

End of Year Reports to Parents Monday 5th July 2021 

Nursery Induction (Half Intake) Monday 5th July 2021, 1.30pm – 3.00pm 

Reception Induction (Half Intake) Tuesday 6th July 2021, 1.30pm – 3.00pm 

EYFS/KS1 Sports Day 
KS2 Sports Day 

Wednesday 7th July 2021 – AM 
Wednesday 7th July 2021 – PM 

Year 6 Paget Transition Day Thursday 8th July 2021, All Day 

Optional Parent Consultations Thursday 8th July 2021 

Year 4/5/6 Recorded Production of Treasure 
Island Available 

Week beginning Monday 12th July 2021 

Year 5/6 JTMAT Cricket Tournament Monday 12th July 2021 

Year 6 DeFerrers Transition Day Thursday 15th July 2021, PM Only 

Year 6 Leavers’ Assembly 
Year 6 Leavers’ Party 

Friday 16th July 2021 – AM 
Friday 16th July 2021 – PM 

Year 6 Enterprise Fair Monday 19th July 2021 

School Closes for Summer Wednesday 21st July 2021 

 

Diary Dates 2021-2022 

 

Event Date/Time 

INSET Day Wednesday 1st September 2021 

School Reopens for Pupils Thursday 2nd September 2021 

School Closes for Half-Term Friday 22nd October 2021 

INSET Day Monday 1st November 2021 

PFA Christmas Fair Friday 3rd December 2021 

School Closes for Christmas Thursday 16th December 2021 

INSET Day Friday 17th December 2021 

School Reopens for Pupils Tuesday 4th January 2022 

Young Voices Thursday 27th January 2022 

School Closes for Half-Term Friday 18th February 2022 

INSET Day Monday 28th February 2022 

School Reopens for Pupils Tuesday 1st March 2022 

School Closes for Easter Friday 8th April 2022 

School Reopens for Pupils Monday 25th April 2022 

May Day Bank Holiday Monday 2nd May 2022 

Key Stage 2 SATs Week  Monday 9th May 2022 – Friday 13th May 2022 

School Closes for Half-Term Friday 27th May 2022 

INSET Day Monday 6th June 2022 

School Reopens for Pupils Tuesday 7th June 2022 

JTMAT INSET Day Friday 8th July 2022 

School Closes for Summer Thursday 21st July 2022 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Launches Saturday, July 10th, 2021 At a Staffordshire Library Near You! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


