
 

 

 

 

31st August 2021 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

FULL OPENING PROCEDURES – SEPTEMBER 2021 

You will be aware from all the media coverage that as the country moves to Step 4 of the roadmap, 
the government will continue to manage the risk of serious illness from the spread of the virus. This 
marks a new phase in the government’s response to the pandemic, moving away from stringent 
restrictions on everyone’s day-to-day lives, towards advising people on how to protect themselves 
and others, alongside targeted interventions to reduce risk. As COVID-19 becomes a virus that we 
learn to live with, there is now an imperative to reduce the disruption to children and young people’s 
education - particularly given that the direct clinical risks to children are extremely low, and every 
adult has been offered a first vaccine and the opportunity for two doses by mid-September.  
 
The government’s priority is for schools to deliver face-to-face, high quality education to all pupils. 
The evidence is clear that being out of education causes significant harm to educational attainment, 
life chances, mental and physical health. They have worked closely with the Department of Health 
and Social Care (DHSC) and Public Health England (PHE) to revise the guidance for schools 
supported by the latest evidence summary produced by the Department for Education (DfE) 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/
1000025/Evidence_Summary_-_July_2021.pdf.  
 
We have outlined the changes in our procedures as a result of the updates to the guidance below. 
These will come into effect from Thursday 2 September 2021 when the children return to school. 
Please email the school office shb-office@shb.jtmat.co.uk if you have any enquiries in the meantime. 
 

BUBBLES 
From September, we are no longer required to keep children in consistent groups (‘bubbles’). As 
well as enabling flexibility in curriculum delivery, this means that assemblies can resume, and we no 
longer need to make alternative arrangements to avoid mixing at lunch. Our outbreak management 
plan covers the possibility that in some local areas it may become necessary to reintroduce ‘bubbles’ 
for a temporary period, to reduce mixing between groups. Any decision to recommend the 
reintroduction of ‘bubbles’ would not be taken lightly by the government and would need to take 
account of the detrimental impact they can have on the delivery of education. 
 
START AND END OF THE SCHOOL DAY 
We no longer need to stagger the start and end of the school day from September. All pupils should 
arrive between 8.45am and 8.55am via the appropriate entrance, as has been the case this year. 
Nursery and Reception parents will use the gate located on the school car park, Year 1 and 2 children 
will use the front gate and Years 3 to 6 will use the junior gate and enter their classrooms as they 
have done this year. A member of staff will be present at all gates at the beginning and end of the 
day to greet and dismiss the children. Nursery children will be dismissed at 11.45am, Reception and 
KS1 children will be dismissed at 3.20pm and KS2 at 3.30pm. Parents are welcome to come onto 
the playground if necessary, but please be aware that the gates won’t be open until the allotted time.  
 
TRACING CLOSE CONTACTS AND ISOLATION 
From Step 4, close contacts will be identified via NHS Test and Trace and education settings will no 
longer be expected to undertake contact tracing. From 16 August 2021, children under the age of 
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18 years old will no longer be required to self-isolate if they are contacted by NHS Test and Trace 
as a close contact of a positive COVID-19 case. Schools will still have a role in working with our local 
outbreak control team in the case of a local outbreak. In this instance, a director of public health 
might advise to temporarily reintroduce some control measures.  
 
FACE COVERINGS 
Face coverings will no longer be recommended, apart from in crowded spaces, such as public 
transport. The government has stated that, “we expect and recommend people wear a face covering 
in crowded and enclosed spaces where you come into contact with those you don’t normally meet 
such as on public transport. This will be kept under review.” In line with this recommendation, even 
though this is not something we can enforce as a school, we are strongly recommending that parents 
continue to wear a face covering when dropping off and collecting their children and when coming 
into school. We thank you in advance for complying with this advice.  
 
CONTROL MEASURES 
Certain control measures are now standard practice in school and these will be continued and 
maintained: 

 Hand hygiene - Frequent and thorough hand cleaning is now regular practice. We will 
continue to ensure that children clean their hands regularly with soap and water or hand 
sanitiser. 

 Respiratory hygiene - The ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach continues to be very important and 
will be promoted and followed in school. 

 Cleaning – We will continue to maintain an appropriate cleaning schedule. This will include 
regular cleaning of areas and equipment (for example, twice per day), with a particular focus 
on frequently touched surfaces. 

 Ventilation – When school is in operation, we will ensure it is well ventilated and that a 
comfortable teaching environment is maintained. 

 
WHEN AN INDIVIDUAL DEVELOPS COVID-19 SYMPTOMS OR HAS A POSITIVE TEST 
You must not send your child into school if they have symptoms, have had a positive test result or 
other reasons requiring them to stay at home due to the risk of them passing on COVID-19 (for 
example, they are required to quarantine). Whilst in school, if a child develops COVID-19 symptoms, 
however mild, they will be sent home and you should follow public health advice. The household 
(including any siblings) should follow the PHE stay at home guidance for households with possible 
or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection.  
 
ATTENDANCE 
School attendance is mandatory for all pupils of compulsory school age and it is a priority to ensure 
that as many children as possible regularly attend school. Please refer to the JTMAT Attendance 
Policy for further guidance on all issues concerning attendance. To support our decision making, this 
is the policy we refer and adhere to.  
 
REMOTE EDUCATION 
Not all people with COVID-19 have symptoms. Where appropriate, our Remote Education Provision 
will continue to support those who need to self-isolate because they have tested positive and will 
learn from home if they are well enough to do so. The remote education provided will be equivalent 
in length to the core teaching pupils would receive in school. We will continue to work collaboratively 
with families and put in place reasonable adjustments so that pupils with SEND can successfully 
access remote education.  
 
CURRICULUM 
We will continue to teach an ambitious and broad curriculum in all subjects from the start of the autumn 
term, but we will be making use of existing flexibilities to create time to cover the most important 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
http://resources.jtmat.co.uk/policies/JTMAT%20Attendance%20Policy.pdf
http://resources.jtmat.co.uk/policies/JTMAT%20Attendance%20Policy.pdf
https://secureservercdn.net/160.153.138.53/8pu.d03.myftpupload.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Remote-Education-Provision-Information-for-Parents-1.pdf


 

missed content. As a school, we have already begun to prioritise elements of our curriculum and the 
subjects that contain the most important components required for progression. We will of course be 
keeping parents up to date with their child’s progress and ensuring that ‘catch up’ funding provided 
by the government is utilised in the best way for our pupils. 
 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
Children will still need to come to school in their PE kit next year on their designated PE day. You 
can find out which day your child will be doing PE on their class page on the school website. We 
have found this approach to be particularly effective this year in maximising lesson time (i.e. on 
average, children in KS1 are receiving an additional 30 minutes and KS2 an additional 20 minutes 
PE because they are not spending time getting changed). As a result of the most recent national 
lockdown, continuing with this approach will support pupils in catching up on any missed content.  
 
Please ensure they are dressed appropriately for the weather on PE days as children may be 
working outside. A good outdoor kit should consist of jogging bottoms, a sweatshirt and trainers. For 
health and safety, children who wear earrings should have these removed on PE days. As part of 
the curriculum, Year 5 will be going swimming next year and a separate letter has been sent to all 
those concerned. 
 
SOCIAL GATHERINGS 
In line with Step 4 of the roadmap, we will be able to have larger gatherings in school as social 
distancing rules will be lifted, therefore Christmas performances, PFA events etc. are back on! 
Please make a note of these dates in your diaries, which can be found on our weekly newsletter. In 
order for you to safely attend, control measures will be in place (i.e. handwashing facilities, 
appropriate ventilation, face coverings). We will inform you of the requirements prior to each event 
via the appropriate communication channel and you must not attend if you are displaying symptoms 
of coronavirus.  
 
EDUCATIONAL VISITS 
Domestic visits were able to resume some time ago and will continue to do so. Thorough risk 
assessments still have to be undertaken and we have to ensure that any public health advice, such 
as hygiene and ventilation requirements is included as part of that risk assessment. Due to current 
international travel guidance resulting in the fact that our commercial insurance providers are unable 
to provide us with adequate protection, we have decided not to pursue the residential trip to France 
next year. Instead, we have provisionally booked for Year 6 to visit the Isle of Wight, 11 – 15 July 
2022 inclusive and Year 5 to visit Whitemoor Lakes 1 – 3 December 2021 inclusive. Further 
information will be provided for children and parents on these trips in September.  
 
SHOBNALL STARS – BREAKFAST AND AFTER SCHOOL CLUB 
Breakfast Club will resume from 7:30am on Thursday 2 September and After School Club from 
3.30pm – 6.00pm on the same day. Prices (to be paid via ParentPay) and further information can be 
found via the leaflet on the Shobnall Stars page on our school website. Please note the small price 
increase. To ensure we have the correct staff ratios, we must ask that sessions are booked a 
week in advance as far as is possible. Bookings can now be taken for the first week back via email: 
shb-wraparound@shb.jtmat.co.uk. Many thanks for your support with this. 
 
LUNCH & BREAK SALES 
Due to the fact that we are no longer required to keep children in consistent groups (‘bubbles’), we 
no longer need to make alternative arrangements to avoid mixing at lunch. An up-to-date menu will 
be included in the weekly newsletter and the children in Reception to Year 6 will continue to have 
three options - a meat/vegetarian dinner, a jacket potato or school sandwich bag. Alternatively, they 
can bring in sandwiches from home. Lunch boxes are permitted and must be kept with the children 
in their classrooms. A school meal costs £2.49 (unless in receipt of FSM/UIFSM) and is to be paid 
via ParentPay. Food will be prepared by our catering team in accordance with government 
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guidelines. Children will also still be able to order breaktime snacks from September. Children will 
be able to visit the hatch but please could we ask that parents continue to pay in advance via 
ParentPay. All snacks are priced at 50p.  
 
UNIFORM 
Children are expected to wear full school uniform from September. Pupils should wear: black/grey 
trousers or skirt, white shirt with collar, school tie, royal blue jumper/sweatshirt/cardigan (with or 
without school logo), smart, dark shoes (no trainers). We have been flexible with some uniform 
requirements this term due to families’ individual circumstances but must insist on FULL compliance 
from the start of the new academic year. Please don’t forget that the school uniform exchange is 
available for all parents and further information on school uniform can be found on the website. Many 
thanks.  
 
FURTHER INFORMATION  

You may find it useful to read the following government guidance, which has been used for our 
planning and risk assessment:  

What parents and carers need to know about early years providers, schools and colleges during 
COVID-19 

The Department for Education has also launched an information site for parents, to support children 
of all age ranges and abilities catch up on lost learning from the pandemic. The site features advice 
and support for parents of children with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND), as well 
as programmes, resources and activities for children and young people this summer. Further 
information can be found on the education catch-up for your child homepage. 
 
We would like to thank you once again for all of the work that you have been doing with your children 
and for all of the lovely messages of support and encouragement that you have given to all of the 
team at Shobnall Primary & Nursery School. 
 
We look forward to seeing you in September! In the meantime, have a great summer and stay safe!  
 

Many thanks and kind regards, 

 

 
 

Mr D. Adams 

Head Teacher 
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